Blueprints for Belief

Laying the Theological Foundations for Constructing Your Faith

Westminster Confession of Faith 3.1-3.3 — April 30, 2025

1. God, from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely, and
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass: yet so, as thereby neither is God the author of sin, nor
is violence offered to the will of the creatures; nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken
away, but rather established.

2. Although God knows whatsoever may or can come to pass upon all supposed conditions, yet hath he
not decreed anything because he foresaw it as future, or as that which would come to pass upon such

conditions.

3. By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and angels are predestinated unto
everlasting life; and others foreordained to everlasting death.

Summary of the Doctrine

1. God’s Sovereign Plan
o God has eternally planned everything that happens.
o Hisplaniswise, holy, free, and unchanging.
2. GodlIs Not the Author of Sin
o God ordains all things without causing sin.
o Heupholds real human choices and natural events.
3. God’s Decree Is Not Based on Foreseen Actions
o God’s planis not based on what He foresaw people would do.
o His purpose comes first, not human decisions.
4. Predestination: Election and Reprobation
o God chooses some for salvation and passes over others for judgment.
o Hisjustice and mercy are both displayed for His glory.

Scripture References

e Ephesians 1:11 — “In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will.”
¢ Romans 9:15, 18 — “l will have mercy on whom | have mercy...” / “So then he has mercy on

whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.”

e Acts 2:23 — “This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you
crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.”

e Proverbs 16:33 — “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.”

e 1Timothy 5:21 — “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels...”

Objection 1: “If God ordains everything, then He must be the author of sin.”
Counterpoints:
e Scripture insists God is sovereign and sinless.
e God ordains that sin exists without being the cause of it (James 1:13; 1 John 1:5).
e Example: In Acts 2:23, God ordained Christ’s crucifixion through the evil choices of men, but God
Himself did no evil.



Objection 2: “If everything is already determined, human choices don’t matter.”
Counterpoints:
e God’s sovereignty establishes the importance of human actions.
e God’s decree includes not just outcomes but the means, including our real decisions.
e Scripture holds humans responsible for their choices.

Objection 3: “Election makes God unfair.”
Counterpoints:
e Justice would mean condemnation for all; salvation is by mercy.
e God has the right to show mercy freely without injustice.
e Fairness would mean no one would be saved; grace is undeserved favor.

Objection 4: “If some are predestined to condemnation, God must be cruel.”
Counterpoints:

e (God does not create innocent people to destroy them.

e Those condemned are judged for their own real sin.

e Reprobation highlights the justice of God, just as election highlights His mercy.

Objection 5: “This doctrine kills evangelism and prayer.”
Counterpoints:
e God ordains the means as well as the ends — evangelism and prayer are the means He uses.
e Paultaught election and was tireless in evangelism.
e Confidence in God’s plan actually strengthens evangelism, because we know the gospel will
succeed according to His purpose.

Final Thoughts:

This was a difficult doctrine for me to reconcile as a young Christian because of the philosophical problem it
seems to create (Determinism vs. Free Will). Free will is addressed later in the Confession, but I’ve come to
terms with the reality that, like the Trinity, the relationship between sovereignty and free will is a mystery
instead of a contradiction. Scripture clearly teaches both. How they harmonize together is hidden in the mind
of God. We slip into error when we overemphasize or underemphasize either doctrine.

Small Group Questions (May 7)

1. How does knowing that God has a wise and unchanging plan affect the way you handle uncertainty or
suffering in your life?

2. If God ordains all things but is not the author of sin, how should that shape the way we think about
personal responsibility for our actions?

3. How can understanding God’s sovereign choice help us grow in humility rather than pride in our
salvation?

4. Whenyou wrestle with God’s justice and mercy in election and reprobation, what truths from Scripture
bring you comfort or clarity?

5. How should belief in God’s sovereign decree motivate — not weaken — our prayer life and evangelism
efforts?

6. What are some practical ways we can trust God’s hidden purposes when we face situations that seem
unfair or chaotic?



